
 

 

DOROTHY M. DAVIS HEART & LUNG RESEARCH INSTITUTE 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

Save the Date Experience 
To commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Dorothy M. Davis Heart & Lung Research Institute (DHLRI), Ohio 
State delivered a deeply personalized, multi-touch stewardship experience honoring the Davis Foundation’s 
transformational $10M founding gift. Recognizing the Foundation’s long-standing partnership and preference 
for meaningful engagement over traditional recognition, the strategy centered on experience, symbolism, and 
customization 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Invitation 
The formal event invitation was designed as a trifold, with red text enhanced through foiling to elevate the 
overall presentation. Vessel imagery was rendered with a raised, three-dimensional texture, allowing invitees to 
both see and physically feel aspects of the experience before the event. Invitees selected from three laboratory 
explorations as part of the RSVP process, with responses sent directly to our team to enable a high-touch, 
personalized engagement. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Confirmation Touchpoint 
All attendees received a confirmation package featuring a heart or lung pin, selected to reflect either their 
laboratory exploration or personal affinity. Each pin was presented in a black box tied with a branded ribbon 
and couriered to attendees’ residences prior to the event. Guests wore their pins during the event and have 
since continued to wear them on other occasions, extending the experience well beyond the evening itself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Welcome Experience 
Upon arrival, guests were greeted by Ohio State’s mascot, Brutus Buckeye, dressed in a custom white lab coat 
an unexpected and playful welcome that immediately set the tone. Inside, a curated medical artifact exhibit, 
featuring historic devices on loan from the campus medical heritage museum, showcased the evolution of 
medicine and placed today’s breakthroughs in historical context. Bevarage napkins also have fun facts about 
the institute that highlighted milestone moments over the last 25 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lab Explorations  
Each attendee had the opportunity following the formal program to visit with a select researcher and their team 
to experience hands on the work being done thanks in part to philanthropic support. In addition, a principal 
gift donor family expressed interest in bringing their children, we created a parallel, age-appropriate lab 
experience. The children wore lab attire conducted hands-on experiments with researchers and received 
personalized mini white coats and a note from the institute’s director sharing they maybe future researchers in 
the family. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Continuing the impact  
Post-event engagement extended the tiered experience. Founding donors received a personalized message from 
the Institute Director with an exclusive preview of the impact report that deployed the following day. Key 
donors received individualized follow-up from the Hospital CEO, Institute Director, and other senior leaders 
ensuring continuity, personalization, and meaningful stewardship. 
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