
Donor Experience and Engagement

UC San Diego Endowed Chair 
Stewardship Program 
A Comprehensive Approach to Recognizing and Stewarding Endowed Donors and Chair-Holders



Endowed Chair Stewardship

Our endowed chair stewardship 
program includes a gift 
acknowledgement, donor presentation 
piece and cover note, digital 
announcement, faculty stewardship 
toolkit and faculty recognition plaque 
that offer cost-effective and 
personalized stewardship.

These standardized stewardship 
touches support efficient workflows and 
promote donor and prospect interest in 
funding endowed chairs.
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Endowed Chair Recognition Timeline
Donor milestones 
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Chancellor gift 
acknowledgment 

2-4 weeks 1-2 months 1 month

Donor recognition
plaque presented 

Chancellor email 
confirming appointment

2-3 months

Digital inaugural chair 
announcement

New endowed chair 
gift commitment 

received

Inaugural endowed 
chair appointed 

Academic Senate and 
Advancement Services 
approve establishment 

of endowed chair
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The donor presentation piece, together with a 
personalized note from the chancellor, highlight 
the impact of endowed chair donors on our 
campus’ continued growth and reputation for 
excellence.

DONOR 
PRESENTATION 
PIECE
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Because of the volume of endowed chairs, 
we’ve created an announcement 
template. The template makes 
announcements relatively easy to produce 
— and with announcements sent 
sometimes more than once a month, 
efficient.

The digital format also provides consistent 
messaging and stewardship experiences 
for all endowed chair donors while also 
providing flexibility for announcements 
from different campus units or 
recognizing multiple chairs.

Digital Announcement



Endowed Chair Recognition Timeline
Inaugural and new chair-holder milestones 
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Academic Affairs 
notifies Advancement

1 week 1 month 2 months

Stewardship toolkit 
sent to chair-holder 

Faculty recognition 
plaque presented

2-3 months

Digital inaugural chair 
announcement

New or inaugural endowed 
chair appointed 
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Faculty recognition plaques highlight the 
distinction of our faculty and the honor of 
holding an endowed chair. Presentation events 
provide opportunities to acknowledge specific 
faculty members and recognize the incredible 
impact of our endowed chair donors while 
building momentum for endowed chair 
philanthropy.

FACULTY 
RECOGNITION 
PLAQUE
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SOCIAL MEDIA AND EVENTS
This endowed chair stewardship program not 
only offers cost-effective and personalized 
stewardship, it also provides faculty and donors 
the freedom to leverage these materials within 
their networks and on social media.

Endowed chair events formalize the 
establishment of new endowed chairs, offering 
a stewardship opportunity for donors and 
recognition of faculty excellence. 



THANK YOU!
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